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Dr Tess BARTLETT 
Phone: +61449194089 
Email: tess@thissimplespace.com  

QUALIFICATIONS 
2019 Doctor of Philosophy, thesis including published works, Social Work, Monash University, “The 

experiences of imprisoned primary carer fathers at the point of arrest and imprisonment in Victoria, 
Australia”, Dr C. Flynn (Primary Supervisor) 

2009  Masters in Criminology (100% research component), Victoria University of Wellington, “The Power of 
Penal Populism: Public Influence on Sentencing and Penal Policy in New Zealand from 1999 to 2008”, 
Prof. J. Pratt (Primary Supervisor) 

2006  Bachelor of Arts with Honours, First Class, Criminology, Victoria University of Wellington. 
2005  Bachelor of Arts, Criminology/Psychology, Victoria University of Wellington 

GRANTS 
Date Total (CI, Co-CI, or Collaborator) 
2019 - 2023 AUD $1,443,363 

 

2020 - 2021 Australian Institute of Criminology, Criminology Research Grant (AUD $74,986) 

Family violence perpetrator focused screening and risk assessment: identifying current 

practice and future opportunities.  

Chief Investigators:  A/Prof Silke Meyer, Dr Kate Fitz-Gibbon, Dr Tess Bartlett, Ms 

Simone Tassone and Commissioner Peter Martin. 

 

2020 – 2023 Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) (AUD $1,148,243) 

Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR), Team Grant: Mental Wellness in Public 

Safety [Phase 2]. A longitudinal study of Correctional Services Canada correctional 

officers’ mental health and well-being: The role of prison work and prisons in shaping 

correctional staff health and self over time.  

Chief Investigators: R. Ricciardelli P.A. (Memorial U.); B. Arseneault P.K.U. (Correctional 

Services Canada, CSC); J. Hubbard K.U. (CSC); N. Dufresne-Meek K.U. (CSC); J. Wilkins 

K.U. (Union of Canadian Correctional Officer, UCCO); L.A. Keown K.U. (CSC); G. 

Robertson K.U. (UCCO); S. Stapleston K.U. (U.S.J.E.); M. Adorjan (U. Calgary); R.N. 

Carleton (U. Regina); S. Czarnuch (Memorial U.); J. Gacek  (Memorial U.); D. Groll P.A. 
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(Queen’s U.); M. Evans  (U. Reims); C. Genest (U. Montreal); A. Heber  (Veteran Affairs 

Canada, VAC); W. Hebert (Carleton U.); M. Mitchell  (U. of Central Florida); D. 

Moran  (U. Birmingham); J. MacDermid  (U. Western Ontario); K. Maier  (U. Winnipeg); 

J. Phoenix (Open U.); B. Quirion (U. Ottawa); D. Spencer  (Carleton U.); G. 

Anderson  (Justice Institute of BC); A. Burdette (Florida State U.); H. Cramm (Queen’s 

U.); S. Haynes (Mississippi State U.); R. MacPhee (Wilfrid Laurier U.); M. Weinrath (U. 

Winnipeg); T. Bartlett  (Monash U.); J. Thomas (U. Reims). 

2019 – 2020 Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) (AUD $34,448) 

Team Grant Letter of Intent. A longitudinal study of Correctional Services Canada 
correctional officers’ mental health and wellbeing: The role of prison work in shaping 
correctional staff health and self over time.  

Chief Investigators: R. Ricciardelli P.A. (Memorial U.); J. Hubbard P.K.U. (Correctional 
Services Canada, CSC); B. Arseneault K.U. (CSC); N. Dufresne-Meek K.U. (CSC); J. Godin 
K.U. (Union of Canadian Correctional Officer, UCCO); L.A. Keown K.U.  (CSC); G. 
Robertson K.U. (UCCO); R.N. Carleton C.A. (U. Regina); S. Czarnuch C.A. (Memorial U.); 
J. Gacek C.A. (Memorial U.); D. Groll C.A. (Queen’s U.); A. Heber C.A. (Veteran Affairs 
Canada, VAC); M. Mitchell C.A. (U. of Central Florida); D. Moran C.A. (U. Birmingham); 
B. Quirion C.A. (U. Ottawa); M. Adorjan C.L. (U. Calgary); G. Anderson C.L. (Justice 
Institute of BC); A. Bahji C.L. (Queen’s U.); A. Burdette C.L. (Florida State U.); H. Cramm 
C.L. (Queen’s U.); M.H. Evans C.L. (U. de Reims); S. Haynes C.L. (Mississippi State U.); R. 
MacPhee C.L. (Wilfrid Laurier U.); K. Maier C.L. (U. Winnipeg); J. Phoenix C.L. (Open U.); 
J. Thomas C.L. (U. Reims); T. Bartlett (Monash U.). 

June – November 
2019 

Magistrate’s Court of Victoria (AUD $181,686) 

Evaluation of the Fast-Tracking Initiative in the Magistrates Court Victoria. This project 
evaluates the implementation and effectiveness of the fast-tracking of family violence 
criminal matters in 18 Magistrates Court Victoria locations (6 month project).  

Chief Investigators: A/Prof Silke Meyer, Prof Jude McCulloch, Prof JaneMaree Maher, 
Dr Tess Bartlett, Dr Kate Fitz-Gibbon, A/Prof Kerry O’Brien, Dr Zarina Vakhitova 

2019 

 

Internal Grant Funding Scheme (Monash University) (AUD $2,000) 

Internal grant to attend a symposium and produce a publication on formal responses 
for police when arresting a primary carer father for family violence offences. 

2019 Friends of Castlemaine Library (FOCAL) (AUD $2,000) 

Survey of The Read Along Dads program in male prisons in Victoria. This first phase 
involves ethics and research design (phase one). Chief Investigator: Dr Tess Bartlett. 
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AWARDS  

2017 The Victorian Postgraduate Criminology Conference Award for best PhD Abstract MPA  

2016 Award for Best Postgraduate Presentation at the Australian and New Zealand Society 
of Criminology Postgraduate and Early Career Researcher Conference 

2006 Awarded the Victoria University of Wellington John Robson Prize in Criminology 
(Honours) 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
2018 SYLFF Local Association Networking Support (LANS) Grant (AUD $5,757) 

2017 Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (SYLFF) Research Abroad Grant (SRA) 
(AUD $5,757) 

Performing the Word Writing Retreat Scholarship 

2015 Australian Postgraduate Award PhD scholarship (AUD $25,000 annually) 

2009 Victoria University of Wellington Summer Research scholarship (AUD $240) 

2007 SYLFF scholarship to complete MA full-time (AUD $14,413) 

RELEVANT EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
RESEARCH 
DATE POSITION INSTITUTION 
2019 –  2020 Research Fellow, Monash Gender and Family Violence Prevention 

Centre 
Role includes working on several projects (externally funded and 
contracted) including an Australian Institute of Criminology Research 
Grant exploring family violence perpetrator screening and risk 
assessment. A Taskforce funded contract research project evaluating 
the Early Intervention for Family Violence (EIFV) Program and an 
evaluation of the Fast Tracking Initiative (FTI) in the Magistrate’s Court 
of Victoria. This role involves conducting stakeholder interviews with 
court personal, data collection (courts), qualitative and quantitative 
instrument design, grant writing, report writing, qualitative data 
analysis, and liaison with key professional stakeholders. 
 

Monash University 
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2019 
  

Research Officer, organising and planning a workshop on ‘Confinement: 
Places and Practices of Care and Control’ as well as the development of 
a Special Issue. 

Melbourne University 

2018 - 2019 Research Officer for VicHealth commissioned report exploring ‘Healthier 
Masculinities’ in Victoria (Sociology). 
First author for a book chapter on family violence and human rights law 
(Monash Arts, Criminology). 

Monash University 

2012 – 2018 Research Officer for various externally-funded studies within the 
Criminal Justice Research Consortium, including: 
• Australian Research Council Grant (LP110100084) “The Impact of 

Incarceration on Children’s Care: A Strategic Framework for Good 
Care Planning (2012 – 2015); 

• Department of Justice and Regulation funded study on “Women 
Exiting Prison in Victoria: A Post-release Study” (2012-2013); 

• Violence Free Families funded project: “A study of the impact on 
men and their partners of attending Men’s Behaviour Change 
Programs: In the short and long term” (2012); 

• Legal Services Board funded study on the “Management of sexual 
abuse cases in the Family Division of the Children's Court Victoria” 
(2012-2013). 

Monash University 

2009 - 2010 Research Assistant for Networkers (now Pukeko Research Ltd) and Pillars 
conducting research on children of prisoners in New Zealand, which led 
to ‘A Study of the Children of Prisoners: Summary Report, October 2010’. 

Pukeko Research Ltd 

2007 - 2010 Research Assistant for various projects within the School of Cultural 
Studies (Criminology) including: research into historical violence of 
children in state care; student’s drinking behaviour in university hostels; 
and barriers facing women in academia with an unpublished annotated 
bibliography. 
 

Victoria University  
of Wellington 

TEACHING   
YEAR COURSES TAUGHT  ROLE INSTITUTION 
2019 Level 1 Criminology Punishment, Courts, & 

Corrections 
Guest lecturer Monash University 

2019 Level 5 Social Work  Criminology and Social Work  Teaching associate Monash University 
2019 
2019 

Level 3 Criminology 
Level 3 Criminology  

Young People, Crime and Justice 
Crime and Culture 

Teaching associate 
Teaching associate 

Melbourne University 

2018 Level 3 Criminology  International Crime and Justice  Teaching associate Monash University 
2012-18 Level 1 Criminology  Introduction to Criminology Teaching associate Monash University 
2015-17 
2008-09 

Level 3 Criminology  
Level 3 Criminology  

Prisons, Power and Punishment  
State Crime 

Teaching associate 
Tutor 

Victoria University of  
Wellington 
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CONSULTANCY/RESEARCH ROLES 
DATE POSITION ORGANISATION/INSTITUTION 
2019 Consultancy for a program on fathers in prison  Radio New Zealand 
2014 – 2019 Director, Research Consultant, Mindset Coach   This Simple Space 
2015 – 2016 Managing Director, Imprisonment Observatory (ImO) Monash University 

PUBLICATIONS 

PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Bartlett, T. S. & Trotter, C. (2019). ‘Did we forget something? Fathering supports and programs in prisons in Victoria, 
Australia’, International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 63(8), pp. 1465-1481. 

Bartlett, T. S. (2018). Supporting incarcerated fathers: An exploration of research and practice in Victoria, 
Australia. Probation Journal, 66(2), pp. 201-218. 

Bartlett, T. S. & Eriksson, A. (2018). How fathers construct and perform masculinity in a liminal prison space. 
Punishment and Society, https://doi.org/10.1177/1462474518757092 

Bartlett, T., Flynn, C. & Trotter, C. (2018). ‘They didn’t even let me say goodbye’: A study of primary carer fathers 
arrested in Victoria, Australia. Child Care in Practice, 24(2), 115-130. 

Flynn, C., Bartlett, T., Fernandez Arias, P., Evans, P., & Burgess, A. (2015). Responding to children when their parents 
are incarcerated: exploring the responses in Victoria and New South Wales, Australia. In Anna Eriksson, & 
Catherine Flynn, (Eds.) Children of Prisoners: Special Issue of Law in Context, 32, 4-27. 

RESEARCH REPORTS 

Meyer, S., Pfitzner, N., Bartlett, T., Vakhitova, Z., Fitzgibbon, K. & O’Brien, K. (2019). Review of the fast tracking 
initiative in the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria – Final Report. 

Roberts, S., Bartlett, T., Stewart, R. & Ralph, B. (2019). Scoping review on healthier masculinities: Report. Melbourne: 
VicHealth. 

Trotter, C. J., Flynn, C. A., Sheehan, R. J. & Bartlett, T. S. (2018). Evaluating children’s visiting programs: Prison In-
Visits and Supported Children’s Transport Programs. 

COMMENTARY 

Bartlett, T. (2018). Imprisoned primary carer fathers and their children: An international perspective. Tokyo: Ryoichi 
Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund. Retrieved from https://www.sylff.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/SRA-short-article_Tess-Bartlett.pdf  
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UNDER REVIEW/FORTHCOMING 

Bartlett, T. (forthcoming, 2022). Fathers in prison: Negotiating masculinities, identity, and space. Oxford: Routledge. 

Bartlett, T., Fitz-Gibbon, K. & Walklate, S. (forthcoming, accepted January 2020). Human rights law and family violence: 
The Australian context. In M Caston & P Gerber (Eds), Contemporary Perspective on Human Rights Law in 
Australia. New South Wales: Thomas Reuters. 

Bartlett, T. & Ricciardelli, R. (forthcoming, 2022). Prison masculinities. Oxford: Routledge. 

IN PROGRESS 

Bartlett, T. & Johns, D. (in progress). ‘Fatherhood, liminality and post-prison (re)integration’. Target journal: Theoretical 

Criminology. 

Bartlett, T., Flynn, C. & Collier, P. (in progress). ‘The cost of caring: financial barriers facing grandparents raising 

grandchildren with incarcerated parents’. Target journal: Australia and New Zealand Journal of Criminology. 

Bartlett, T. & Stewart, R. & Fitz-Gibbon, K. (in progress). ‘Formal responses and challenges when arresting primary 

carer fathers for family violence offences’. Target journal: Australia and New Zealand Journal of Criminology. 

Flynn, C., Trotter, C., Sheehan, R. & Bartlett, T. (in progress). ‘Connecting imprisoned fathers and their children: the 
role of visiting and child-focused visiting’, International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 
Criminology. 

EDITING ROLES 

Book series editor 

Bartlett, T., Steve, R. & Ricciardelli, R. (2020). Emerald Advances in Masculinities. Bingley, UK: Emerald Publishing. 

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 

The Sociology Show Podcast (2022). masculinities, fatherhood, identities and prison. Online at: 
https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-sociology-show 

Radio New Zealand Insight (2020). Insight Documentary: Dads in Prison Program. Online at: 
https://itunes.apple.com/nz/podcast/rnz-insight/id208012503?mt=2 

Australian Fatherhood Research Network (September 2019). Fatherhood Research Bulletin 48, September 2019: 
Fathers in prison. Australian Fatherhood Research Network. Newcastle.  

Feminine Truth Conversations Podcast (September 2019). ‘Exploring Masculinity and Identity with Tess Bartlett’. 
Interview with Feminine Truth Conversations. 

Monash Lens (April 2019). ‘Jailed fathers: the forgotten carers and the children left behind’. Interview with Monash 
Lens.  
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Australian Men’s Health Forum (April 2019). ‘Prison dads need fathers’ rights say Victorian researchers’.  

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
2019  Guymer Bailey Architects, ‘Prison Space and Fathers’, April 12th. 

2018  The Sylff Fellows Networking Event, Auckland, 3rd September. 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
2019 ‘Constructions of the family for imprisoned primary carer fathers’, Sociological Association of Aotearoa 

New Zealand Conference, Auckland, 3 – 6 December. 

2018  ‘Hyper-masculinity or healthier masculinities? An exploration of incarcerated fathering and prison 
masculinities,’ Australia and New Zealand Criminology Conference, Melbourne, 4 – 7 December. 

‘The cost of caring: Uncovering the costs for grandparents raising grandchildren with incarcerated 
parents,’ Australia and New Zealand Criminology Conference, Melbourne, 4 – 7 December. 

‘The missing piece: fathering support during imprisonment, pre and post release in Victoria, Australia,’ 
The Reintegration Puzzle Conference, Hobart, 20 – 22 June.  

2017 ‘“They didn’t even let me say goodbye”: Imprisoned primary carer fathers experiences of arrest in 
Victoria, Australia,’ American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 15-18 November. 

‘Did we forget something? Fathering programs in prisons in Victoria, Australia,’ Victorian Criminology 
Postgraduate Conference, Melbourne, 7 July. 

‘The experiences of primary carer fathers in a liminal visitation space,’ International Coalition for 
Children of Incarcerated Parents Conference, Rotorua, New Zealand, 20-23 March. 

‘Making space for imprisoned fathers: Fatherhood, liminality and post-prison reintegration,’ 
Symposium on Contested Political and Social Orders: Resources, Territoriality, Conflict and Justice, 
Melbourne University, 30 October, 2017. 

 ‘Making space for imprisoned fathers: Fatherhood, liminality and post-prison reintegration,’ 
Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology Conference, Canberra, 3 December. 

2016 ‘Reconstructing gender roles in a total institution: Incarcerated primary carer fathers expressions of 
masculinity in Victoria,’ PECRC Australian and New Zealand Criminology Conference, Hobart, 29 Nov 
– 2 December.  

‘The experiences of primary carer fathers arrested in Victoria and its effect on their children,’ Child 
Aware Conference, Brisbane, 23-24 May. 
 

2015 ‘Families reconnecting after the imprisonment of a primary carer: champions and challenges,’ Child 
Aware Conference, Melbourne, 18-19 May. 
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2014 ‘Care planning for the children of imprisoned parents,’ Australian Institute of Family Studies 
Conference, 30 July – 01 August 2014, Melbourne. 

‘Alternative realities: comparing the views of prisoners, their families and professionals on meeting 
children’s needs,’ Child Aware Conference, Melbourne, 18-19 May. 

2013 ‘Factoring parenting into the criminal justice process: drawing attention to the needs of children,’ 13th 
Australasian Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect, Melbourne, 10-13 November.  

‘Caring for children when their parents are incarcerated: comparing the responses of Victoria and New 
South Wales,’ Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology Conference, Brisbane, 1-3 October. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

COMMITTEE SERVICE 

2017 – 2018 Member and co-organiser, The Sylff Fellows Networking Event, Auckland, September 3rd 2018. 

MANUSCRIPT REFEREE SERVICE 

NORMA: : International Journal for Masculinity Studies (Journal), June 2020; 
Learning, Media and Technology (Journal), September 2019, July 2020; 
Journal of Child and Family Studies (Journal), September 2019; 
Child Care in Practice (Journal), September, 2017, February 2018, January, September 2019; January 
2020. 
Children and Youth Services Review (Journal), June 2019; 
Emerald Publishing (Book Proposal), April 2019; 
Current Issues in Criminal Justice (Journal), Feb, 2018; 
Men and Masculinities (Journal), April 2018, April 2019; 
Punishment and Society (Journal), July, November 2018. 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Member of the Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology 
Member of the Imprisonment Observatory (Monash University) 
Member of the Prisoners’ Families Research Network (University of Oxford) 
Member of the Fatherhood Research Consortium (Australia) 
Affiliate Member of Children of Prisoners Europe (COPE)  

ADDITIONAL SERVICE TO DISCIPLINE 
2019 Organiser, workshop on ‘Adolescent Family Violence in Australia: Examining service and legal system 

responses’, Melbourne University Conference Centre, 9-10 December. 
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2018 Chair for session on ‘Extending Punishment: Risky bodies, risky systems: Post-prison policy, practice 
and experience’, Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology Conference, Melbourne, 4-7 
December. 

Discussant, roundtable discussion on ‘Healthier masculinities for gender equality’, VicHealth 
Roundtable Discussion, Melbourne University, 11th July. 

2017 Organiser, speaker, panel discussion on ‘Invisible ties: exploring fatherhood and criminal justice’, 
American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 15-18 November. 

 Discussant, roundtable discussion on ‘Prisoners families: International perspectives,’ American Society 
of Criminology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 15-18 November, 2017. 

2014 Contributor, preliminary Findings Symposium for ‘The impact of incarceration on children’s care: a 
strategic framework for good care planning’, June 2014. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

COURSES 

Certificate in Life Coaching, NLP and Meta Dynamics™, Training the Teacher Mindfulness Course.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Volunteer for Mirabel Foundation, Lord Somers Camp and Powerhouse, and SHINE for Kids. 
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